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Outline of our presentation

● Null Island as a socio-technological concept 
only sparsely engaged with within the 
GIScience/Geocomputation communities

● Null Island - an abstract concept of a fictional 
place found in real databases – a place to put 
erroreous data

● Implications and perspectives for mapping "real 
fictional places" in OSM - and perhaps a catalyst 
for wider debates of OSM mapping practices. 



  

A node, a single concept for a 
real and “not so real” thing



  

Extreme points, geographic oddities



  

Fictional places, 
embedded in reality



  

A placeholder for ‘bad’ 
geolocation, missing or 
uncertain geographies

M. Parker, Humble Pi: When Math Goes Wrong in the Real World. 
Penguin, 2020, iSBN: 978-0-593-08468-7.

‘outside databases, Null Island does not exist’ (Parker, 2020)

https://www.strava.com/heatmap#12.00/-0.00001/0.00001/hot/all  

https://www.strava.com/heatmap#12.00/-0.00001/0.00001/hot/all


  

Recent publication – our more 
general overview of Null Island

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9852234 
https://arxiv.org/abs/2204.08383v2 

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9852234
https://arxiv.org/abs/2204.08383v2


  



  

Of all the nodes in 
all of the (OSM) world.....



  



  

Just a node.... but a gateway for 
other contentious data?

“Lasciate ogni speranza voi ch’ entrate”
Dante Alighieri 

Timezones

Informal borders

Fictional locations

Moving objects or 
events (without correct 
tagging)



  

tiles-2022-08-09.txt



  

History of all Null Island edits 
2012 to date in BB (-0.001,-0.001,0.001,0.001)



  

Some of the happenings on or 
around “Null Island”



  

Mistakes happen – but are 
quickly reverted and fixed

Brugge



  

Loch Ness (amenity=monster)

https://www.openstreetmap.org/node/221521876/history#map=11/57.3325/-4.0491 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/node/221521876/history#map=11/57.3325/-4.0491


  

Future work(s)
● Quantitative and 

qualitative study of the 
impact, perception, 
debate around mapping 
of fictional or “non-real” 
places in OSM. 

● Political boundaries, 
neighbourhoods, 
geographical oddities, tri-
points, quad-points, and 
so on

https://www.openstreetmap.org/node/9913799147/ https://tinyurl.com/yr4wddsp 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/node/9913799147/
https://tinyurl.com/yr4wddsp


  

“At latitude, longitude zero degrees,
Alone in the midst of immeasurable seas
The fame of the island has spread far and wide
It's in lists and on maps as a place bona fide.
As a consequence, many a credulous gull
Believes that there's really an Island of Null”.

Verse 2, “The Island of Null”

Ernest Davis, Professor of Computer Science, 
New York University

Thank you for watching!

https://cs.nyu.edu/~davise/Verses/IslandOfNull.html 

Email Peter at peter.mooney@mu.ie 
Email Levente at ljuhasz@fiu.edu 

https://cs.nyu.edu/~davise/Verses/IslandOfNull.html
mailto:peter.mooney@mu.ie
mailto:ljuhasz@fiu.edu
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