
Digital Champions fighting Gender Based 
Violence in rural Tanzania with maps





This is rural Tanzania:

(Over 10,000 people 
live in this area, not 
shown on any map)

This is Dar es Salaam:







Rural Africa 
needs 

MAPS!



Crowd2Map are making them!

• Over 17,000 Volunteers

• Worldwide contributors

• Over 5.6 Million buildings

• Nearly 300,000 km roads

• Over 12,000 sq km mapped

• Nearly 10,000 POI
• Water points 
• Health facilities

Since October 2015…









Local FGM survivor and Hope 
Director Rhobi Samwelly

Hope for Girls and Women supports

Local Activists fighting 
Female Genital 
Mutilation and Gender 
Based violence

Outreach work

Safe Houses for girls 
refusing FGM 



Girls are rounded up during 
the 

‘Cutting Season’ 
when they are on school 

holidays

70% +

50% +

Less than 50%

FGM Prevalence in Tanzanian Women and Girls 2016



Digital Champions 

Set up 87 Digital Champions in every village in Serengeti District in 
2019, who are still ongoing 

Further funding from UNFPA in 2021 supported a further 56 in Butiama
and 210 in Tarime Districts 



Digital Champions were selected 
from the Women and Children’s 
Protection Committee by the 
village.  They had never used a 
smartphone before. 

Training included how to use the 
phone that they were provided 
with. It also included a micro sd
(memory) card with 
downloaded videos, books and 
other materials about 
agriculture, health and womens’ 
rights.



Digital Champions were joined 
into a WhatsApp group for 
ongoing training and support, as 
well as training in person and 
training visits by Safe House staff.



People love seeing a map of 
their village for the first time



Digital Champions were 
trained how to report 
incidents of GBV using 
ODK, Open Data Kit.

Incidents went to Social 
Welfare who dealt with 
them. 





Digital Champions and 
Youthmappers are involved 
in ongoing research into 
progress towards the SDGs. 

Village water supply

Village pharmacy



• Over 353 Digital champions 
trained who have delivered 
training to over 9000 women in 
their villages and reported over 
470 cases of gender based 
violence

• Support from  WomenConnect, 
UNFPA Tanzania

• Digital Champions also educate 
their communities  on FGM and 
GBV – in their village

• Using ODK and Organic Maps

• Pharmacies, churches, clinics, 
police stations and safe places 
are also mapped.

• Also trained in better agriculture 
with PlantVillage Nuru

Village Digital champions 



We trained the police 
and activists to use the 
maps to quickly find 
and protect girls at risk.

And also add missing 
places to the map.

Allows route finding

Finding women and girls at risk quickly…



Remote mapping to create base map…
• Using the HOT platform

• iD Editor – Beginners 

• Adding Basic features

• Buildings,  roads
• Schools, Clinics
• Villages



HUMANITARIAN

www.tasks.hotosm.org



Volunteers added clinic locations  from 
Open Government Data





Volunteers added clinic locations  from 
Open Government Data



Using water point location data to add 
village names.





Instructions here

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiItdfflGAzFkDuqjSoFTQYgtuagXCacd_qV7eaTB5w/edit?usp=sharing


Slack channel is good for 
generating a community, and 
for volunteers to ask 
questions and get instant 
feedback on their 1st

mapping attempts etc. – if 
anyone would like to join 
please let me know!

Connecting Volunteers…

https://join.slack.com/t/crowd2map/shared_invite/zt-q04pcgqp-oiICJUFnp61Czn5vguV_Ig



Training and retaining mappers…

Quizzes and Badges 
• Development and expansion of training materials

• Addressing the most common errors

• Building skills quickly

• Developed badges as an incentive, sign of recognition

• Moved to make mappers independent of support, quicker











16 Youthmapper Chapters in Tanzania 









REMOTE MAPPERS VS DIGITAL CHAMPIONS

Highly educated to degree level or 
beyond

Many did not complete secondary 
school

Have used maps in their daily life since 
childhood

Had never seen a map of their local area

Own and can skilfully use a large range 
of technology

Had never used a smartphone, or laptop 
or been online. 



Female mappers face additional challenges:

• Men telling them they are “wasting their 

time” and should be at home doing their 

chores

• Harrassment, threats and inappropriate 

touching from men, particularly when 

travelling on public transport

• Plots to lure them to remote places to be 

raped



How can these challenges be overcome?  IN THEIR WORDS

1.Educating people about maps 

and mapping and its importance 

to the community and nation at 

large.

2.Men in villages to be educated 

on gender equality and treating 

women right.

3.Security to be increased in 

villages; for example presence 

of more police stations



SO WHY DO WOMEN MAP?    IN THEIR WORDS

1. We do it to help increase 

development in our communities.

2.To help girls escape FGM

3.To help other women in villages be 

able to escape gender based 

violences like women beating

4.To be part of change in our 

communities and progress to the 

SDGs



HOW CAN THE MAPPING COMMUNITY HELP?

• Recognise additional challenges faced

• Put in structures to assist ie 50% participation, 

women only groups, role models, being mindful 

of male domination in training.

• Mapping aspects that are of importance to 

women.

• More materials on why mapping rural areas 

benefits women.

• Recognising additional funding needs







Lessons Learnt

• Engaging uneducated marginalised rural communities is hard but 
rewarding

• Training opportunities are hugely appreciated
• Women have many additional challenges
• Building relationships is key
• Long term





Giving rural African women the 
digital tools to map, educate and 
protect their sisters is an extremely 
cost effective, long term solution to 
empower women in isolated, 
impoverished rural communities.



And make our 
community more 
inclusive.. 



Join Us…

Crowd2Map.org

Janet Chapman 
Chair, Tanzania Development 
Trust, Crowd2Map founder

j.chapman@tanzdevtrust.org

mailto:j.chapman@tanzdevtrust.org

